
Natterjack spawn (Howard Inns)
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Amphibian and Reptile Conservation
The Amphibian and Reptile Conservation (ARC) Trust (Registered Charity No 1130188) is the UK’s leading 
non-governmental organisation dedicated to native herpetofauna (amphibians and reptiles). Formerly named 
The Herpetological Conservation Trust it benefits from the experience of that organisation, which was founded 
in 1989. ARC’s work includes:
 
• Protecting key sites for herpetofauna
• �Improving habitat through practical conservation management 
• �Furthering understanding of herpetofaunal ecology and conservation
• �Promoting effective legislation, policy and action for conserving biodiversity 
• Raising awareness
 
ARC owns or manages 80 nature reserves. It has pioneered habitat management techniques for amphibians 
and reptiles. ARC also provides advice, training and assistance to a variety of people, including major 
landowners, on all aspects of amphibian and reptile conservation through formal courses, workshops, site visits 
and guided walks.

ARC works throughout the British Isles (including the Channel Islands) in partnership with other nature 
conservation organisations, government bodies and institutions. Its role in promoting and developing legislative 
and policy mechanisms for wildlife conservation extends its remit and influence into Europe and beyond. 
This is achieved, in particular, though a close working relationship with the European Herpetological Society 
(Societas Europaea Herpetologica) and participation in the European Habitats Forum. Hence, ARC influences 
conservation action for threatened amphibians and reptiles in Britain and abroad. 

Hyton Marsh, an ARC reserve for the natterjack toad in Cumbria (Angela Reynolds)


