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OUR KEY MESSAGES  
 

All public bodies have a óbiodiversity dutyô (Section 
40 of the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities [NERC] Act 2006) to have regard for 
biodiversity conservation when carrying out their 
functions. 

 
Common toads Bufo bufo are recognised as being of 
principal importance for the conservation of 
biodiversity under Section 41 of the NERC Act 2006.  

 
Therefore, legislation requires that planning 
authorities need to ensure that common toads are 
protected from the adverse effects of development.  
 
This guidance is intended to assist planners and 
highway engineers (both in the public and private 
sector) to be aware of the necessity to identify 
important toad habitats and migration routes, before 
planning and implementing any road or other 
developments. Planners and highway engineers 
must avoid or mitigate for any adverse effects of 
schemes.  

3 

Your responsibility  
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Actions for toads: Tunnels and kerbs  
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 Why are toads disappearing?  
 

Loss and degradation of breeding ponds. 

Roads crossing migration routes. 

Isolation of toad sites, meaning 
populations are more vulnerable.  

Loss of land habitats through intensive 
farming and development. 

Threats from newly emerging diseases. 
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