
   

How to encourage amphibians and 
reptiles into your garden 
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Dragons in your 
Garden is a 
campaign, led by 
Amphibian and Reptile 
Conservation, to make 
the UKôs gardens 
more attractive to 
frogs, toads, newts, 
snakes and lizards.  

 

By Chris Baines  

Author of the classic best seller òHow to Make a Wildlife Gardenó 
 

Almost 60 years ago I helped my dad to make a garden 

pond.  Together we introduced a clump of pondweed, a 
bucket of mud and a large dollop of frogspawn.  All these 
years later my Mum still rings to let me know when the 

first of the new seasonõs frogs appear.  It happens every 
spring as if by magic and I have never found a more re-
warding way to contribute to conservation. Anyone whoõs 

looking for a captivating way to make a lasting difference 
should just dig a pond and welcome frogs and toads and 
newts into their life. 
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Amphibians and reptiles are highly 
charismatic parts of our natural history... 

Amphibians and reptiles have a unique array of 
unusual behaviours and talents. Some jump, some 
crawl, some run and others slide. They can change 
colour, shed their tails and to top it off some have a fish-
like tadpole stage before undergoing a full 
metamorphosis into a miniature adult form. They are 
truly unique parts of the UKôs natural history. 
 
Amphibians and reptiles are key parts of food webs. 
It is estimated that only 5 of every 1,000 frog eggs 
survive to adulthood. The rest provide food for other 
wildlife. Amphibians and reptiles are themselves 
predators - so they really are a key element in food 
webs.   
 
ñCanaries in the Coalmineò for the health of our 
environment. Amphibians live partly in water, partly on 
land - so theyôre a good measure of the health of both 
aquatic and terrestrial habitats. Declines of amphibians 
around the world have raised concerns about the health 
of environments which weôre all dependent upon. 
 
Theyôve been around a long time. Amphibians were the first back-boned 
animals to walk the Earth. Their survival up to now shows how perfectly they 
have evolved to fit within ecosystems, and how sorely they would be missed if 
they were allowed to disappear for ever. 
 
Theyôre inspiring and accessible. Thereôs little to match the bright orange 
belly of a great crested newt or the fiery golden eyes of a common toad. On 
close inspection many of our amphibians and reptiles are intricately marked, 
with unexpected flashes of colour. Kids (and quite a few adults, letôs admit it) 
love them. With the right conditions in your garden, you can get up close with 
these animals and, in the case of amphibians, watch one of natureôs complex 
life cycles unfold right under your nose! 

Cold-blooded wonders 



 

ô
 

Many of the places in which frogs, toads, newts, snakes and lizards thrive have 
disappeared. The intensification of agriculture and building development have 
caused the disappearance of ponds, hedgerows, heathland, dunes, grassland 
and scrub. But you can help... 
 

 

By making small- or large-scale changes to your garden you can encourage 
amphibians and reptiles to seek refuge there. Adding ponds (for amphibians) or 
compost heaps (for slow-worms and grass snakes) can even result in some 
species breeding in your garden. Plus, creating a Dragon Garden is a great way 
to teach others, particularly children, about the wonders of cold-blooded life. 
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Amphibian ódragonsô you might 
spot in your garden... 

Introducing amphibians & reptiles  

Rana temporaria  

Resident in many gardens, common frogs grow up to 9cm. Theyôre usually olive-
green or brown with black/brown markings, however all sorts of variations occur, 
such as yellow, orange or albino, especially in gardens. Almost all common frogs 
have a dark patch behind the eye. They have smooth, moist skin and long legs 
which are usually striped. They lay óclumpsô of frogspawn in early spring. 
 

Where to find them: Adult frogs return to ponds in early spring to breed. In 
summer, they often move away from the pond to damp areas of the garden, such 
as patches of long grass. At night they may be found foraging in flowerbeds. 
 

Likes: Ponds with shallow edges, damp areas 
Dislikes: Concrete slabs/paving around ponds 
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