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Welcome to Frogpage! This is
the first issue coming from
Amphibian and Reptile
Conservation - we hope you
enj oy it. It 6s ble
summer in Peterborough and
Bournemouth as Froglife and the
HCT prepared to merge in July.
ltds been well wo
agree. The last few months have
been a whirlwind of events, press
releases and getting to know new
colleagues. In August, several of
us from the Peterborough office
went to visit the guys working on
our ARC nature reserves in
Surrey (the Weald), to find out a
bit more about what they were up
to. It was fantastic to see the
results of all their hard work on
the heathland, and we were lucky
enough to see several smooth
shakes and sand lizards. It was
the first time 16
these creatures and it was great
to be able to get up close to them
in their natural habitat and even
handle them (smooth snakes
really are smooth!). You can
learn more about the Weald
nature reserves in the next issue.

One of the highlights of the

summer has to be the Hampton
Court Palace Flower Show (more

on page 4) which was our first

event as the new organisation.

Our Dragonédés Gard
by thousands of people and

scooped a bronze award!

I f you havendt yet

website
please take a look and tell us

what you think. [l trepdilesand amphihians.i t

work in progress
welcome your feedback.

Finally, a big thank you to all of
our Frog Friends for your
continued support; thank you for
bearing with us during this
slightly chaotic time! Additional
thanks to those Friends who
returned our questionnaire in
July. We appreciate the time you
took to tell us your thoughts and
we hope you enjoy some of the
new sections of this newsletter.

As always, please get in touch if

you have any comments,
guestions or sugg
love to hear
from you.

Thanks,

en a *hecti'c

After months of hard work Froglife and i
The Herpetological Conservation Trust
rfitne?qlly rin§rged earlier irl1ct':’1e summer.
n'and'Reptile

Amphibia onservation

was launched at the RHS Hampton *}"ﬁ_\w,u.
Court Flower Show on 6th July 2009. V¢ S H I
JANES 5]

AnThe merger was a

approach to wildl:i i
Jonathan Webster, Amphibian and letamorpnosed
Reptile Conservati ... <. «. . ..

Trustees. APut simply, we can act

organi sation than as two separat e

"The merger makes us more effective in achieving our shared goal,
which is to reverse the current widespread decline of amphibians and
reptiles, by actively improving wildlife habitats and encouraging a
widef dulientd tb ridiérstdhll and appreciate the importance of these

Y

ani mal s. 0

Both Froglife and The HCT were formed in 1989. Froglife
traditionally focused on public campaigns and education projects.
The HCT focused on reserve management and protecting rare
species like the natterjack toad, sand lizard and smooth snake. As
a single organisation Amphibian and Reptile Conservation will
cover a range of activities to conserve frogs, toads, newts, snakes
and lizards.

ARCOGs activities wildl include
Working with the education sector, researching and monitoring
en_was VvVisited . . .
specliesd populations in the wi
organisations and the
public, to influe(pce wildlife
\Y sl 1 e our

Ieglsl'atlon and its
implementation relating to

o

n¢ wThis is what it's all
about: people and
c)otrganisations coming

s,0 5 e al toge?her and sharing
AS W\évlﬁa%.g".ork'”g% ”I‘e)_, resources and knowledge
UK, Amphibian and Reptile

) . to make sure that their
Conservation will also work h d visi ; :
in Europe and in the UK shared vision ot saving

overseas territories. wildlife can be realised."

The formation of

Amphibian and Reptile

Conservation is thought to

be the highest profile

merger in the UK wildlife charity sector. The merger has been

applauded by many. Distinguished zoologist and broadcaster

Professor Aubrey Manning sai

often inconspicuous in Britain, but they are a fascinating and
eimportant part of Whe dvdb of life. This merger will help to bring

the best minds and resources

A formal launch reception will take place on 4th November.

amphibian and reptile

conservation




Alex Draper/ARC

Launching at the RHS Hampton Court Flower Show
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ARCO s

Dragons in your Garden campaign

aims to encourage the wider public to make small
changes in their own gardens to benefit amphibians
and reptiles. Marking the launch of Amphibian and

Reptil e

Conservation, the Dragonés Garden exhibit

was a popular show-garden at the illustrious event.

The 10m x 10m garden included a pond, with
amphibian-friendly plants for newts to lay eggs on
and tadpoles to hide amongst, rockeries for reptiles
to bask on and a compost heap for the animals to

s he

ter i n.

The

Dragonés Garden was designed by

students from Kingston Maurward College,
Dorchester, who were asked to come up with ideas
for features that people could include in their own
gardens which would benefit amphibians and reptiles.

The

message

wa s

simple: if you donét want to have

0 me s s y O-gavden| you canfstdl help frogs, newts
and slow-worms by making some small changes to
your existing garden. The award-winning design
incorporated elements from designs by students
Nicola Shelley and Kei Little.

The

Dragono

s Gar

den also included some model

amphibians and reptiles, created by one of our
Dorset Field Officers, Richard Johnson. These life-
like creations were a real hit with visitors and were
mistaken for the real thing on more than one
occasion!

The

highlig

ht of

the week came with the Dragonés

Garden being given a Bronze Award by the judges.

Sam Taylor/ARC

Amphibian and Reptile Conservation has secured £49,980 from the
Grantscape Inner London Nature Conservation Fund to create new, or
enhance existing, standing water and associated terrestrial habitats
across seven parks and greenspaces in the London Borough of
Lambeth. Led by South London Living Water Project Officer Alex
Draper, work has already finished restoring one pond and creating
another new pond at Palace Road Nature Garden in Streatham Hill.
The project will continue until October 2010 and will create at least nine
new shallow ponds or marshy areas across the borough.

The project will involve volunteers in practical work and train them to
help future management and monitoring of the new ponds. These
works will directly benefit amphibians but also create opportunities for
reptiles, invertebrates, birds, plants and bats. In addition we will be

i mproving |l ocal peoplebdbs access
site, by creating a safe and welcoming setting.

Many of the ponds will be created using a relatively unknown type of
liner. Bentonite geosynthetic clay liners (bottom left) offer many
advantages over butyl or PVC | in
after small punctures and can rehydrate during fluctuating water levels -
both are useful traits for ponds in urban areas.
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